
 

 

The parishes of St James Shireshead and St John’s Ellel. 

 

Lent 2018        What does it mean to be the church in the community?  

The five weeks of meetings journey through Vincent Donovan’s book Christianity 
Rediscovered – An Epistle from the Masai 

 

Week 1   21st February      The Gospel message 

Ideally you need to read Chapters 1 & 2 bearing in mind the following comments and 
questions which will form the basis for our discussion when we meet. 

 

In Romans Ch 5 v 1 we read that “since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”  whilst in James Ch 2 v 18 we read, “But 
someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and 
I will show you my faith by my deeds.”  The first two chapters focus on how missionary 
models have put a lot of emphasis on providing schools, hospitals and churches.  

 

Missionaries who bought slaves to help them then expected them to convert to 
Christianity?  In Lancashire there are lots of church schools many founded, by the church, 
just after the time of the industrial revolution as a way of ensuring there was an educated 
workforce who had been taught the Christian faith?  Often, we here church members say, 
“they just used the church we will never see them again”.  Should the church be there for 
people without any expectation of commitment to it? 

 

How do you feel about the assertion that it is “a violation of conscience to convert 
anybody from their own belief to your beliefs?” 

 

We get the opportunity to meet people in many different areas of our life – do we talk to 
them about God or our Christian faith – if so how? – if not why not?   Do we see the 
challenge of talking to friends and/or strangers as too frightening a challenge? 

 

How do you react to the Masai response to Donovan when he says he wants to talk to them 
about God: “Why have you not come before”.  Do we think there are people in 
Cockerham, Ellel, Forton, Galgate and Shirehead who are simply surprised we have not 
been to talk to them or who are simply waiting for the opportunity to hear from us?    
What can we do about it? 

 

Do we have a problem of language?  Are we equipped with a vocabulary which can convey 
our love of Jesus in a way those who claim to have no faith can understand?  What do we 
need to do? 

 

What is the essential message we want to give people? 


